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SA Pathology completes one millionth COVID-19 test
This month we were pleased to take a moment to thank and recognise
staff for completing SA Pathology's one millionth COVID-19 test. Since
testing began in late January 2020, SA Pathology has performed more
than 80% of the state’s COVID-19 testing.
Performed by our Microbiology and Infectious Diseases Virology
Serology Molecular Diagnostics (MID VSM) directorate, this testing has
kept South Australia at the forefront of COVID-19 testing in Australia.
MID VSM quickly established a rapid, robust and scalable testing
capability to support the state's early detection and containment
response.
Within days of the SARS-CoV-2 genome sequence being published online, our scientists had designed
primers to ensure an in-house multiplex nucleic acid amplification test (NAT) was running by 28 January
2020. In the critical early stages of the pandemic in March-April, South Australia had one of the highest
testing rates both nationally and internationally and still remains among the highest per capita worldwide.

This was achieved through the addition of COVID-19 testing to all routine respiratory viral PCR requests,
providing invaluable epidemiological information and reassurance to the South Australian health system and
the wider public. We also developed a targeted COVID-19 test, enabling even greater testing capacity and
responsiveness.
Through COVID-19, we have transformed our collection centre model. We introduced Australia’s first drivethrough testing service, providing a safe and convenient option for patients seeking testing. A new domiciliary
service was also established, providing collections in private residences and residential aged care facilities
across the state, followed by the expansion of drive-through collection services across Adelaide. Collection
stations were also established at the South Australian borders in response to border closures.
We are proud to have worked collaboratively with public health authorities, infectious diseases physicians
and the general medical community to achieve a world-class response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Our award winning work
SA Pathology is proud to have been recognised for our world-leading
work during the COVID-19 pandemic in the recent Premier's Excellence
Awards and the SA Health Awards.
The Premier’s Excellence Awards recognise public sector individuals
and teams who have delivered exceptional outcomes for South
Australia, through exemplary services and consistently demonstrating
the Public Sector Values. A new category – Excellence in Service
Delivery: Emergency Response – was added to the Awards’ program to
highlight the public sector’s efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic and
the devastating bushfires of 2019-20.
Winners were announced at an event held at the Adelaide Convention Centre on 6 April, with SA Pathology
winning both the Excellence in Service Delivery – Emergency Response Individual and Team categories.
2020 Premier’s Excellence in Service Delivery – Emergency Response Individual: Mark Turra, Microbiology
and Infectious Diseases Virology Serology Molecular Diagnostics (VSM)
2020 Premier’s Excellence in Service Delivery – Emergency Response Team: Medi-hotel Quarantine
Program, cross-agency partnership – SA Health, SA Police, SA Ambulance Service and SA Pathology

Mark Turra

Medi-hotel Quarantine Program

The SA Health Awards recognise and reward individuals, teams, programs or projects that have significantly
improved the delivery of health services to the South Australian community. They also honour the
commitment of those who work to improve the performance of the public health sector.
Winners were announced on 12 February 2021, with SA Pathology winning both the Premier’s Award for
Excellence in Health and the Minister’s Research and Innovation Award categories.
Premier’s Award for Excellence in Health – SA Health Awards 2020: Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
Virology Serology Molecular Diagnostics (VSM) team
Minister’s Research and Innovation Award – SA Health Awards 2020: Mark Turra, Microbiology and
Infectious Diseases Virology Serology Molecular Diagnostics (VSM)

MID VSM

Mark Turra

Omega-3 status testing for pregnant women
SA Pathology now provides access to omega-3 testing for women with
singleton pregnancies, with the data informing the South Australian
Health and Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI)’s world-leading study
assessing the efficacy of omega-3 supplementation in reducing early
preterm births.
Requesting providers may offer the omega-3 status test to all women
with singleton pregnancies before 20 weeks’ gestation.
SA Pathology and SAHMRI perform Omega-3 analysis at no cost to the patient or health service using serum
collected as part of the established SAMSAS program.
For further information about omega-3 testing and results interpretation, please visit sahmri.org/omega3 or
call the omega-3 status test hotline on 0438 273 155.
To order the maternal serum screening test request form, please call the SAMSAS Program on
(08) 8161 7285 or download the form by clicking the button below.

SAHMRI omega-3 testing

Request form

Change to insulin-like growth factor-1 reference intervals
On 31 March 2021 SA Pathology changed its testing platform for
insulin-like growth factor-1 (IGF-1) from the IDS-iSYS platform to the
Diasorin LiaisonXL platform. This change had an immediate impact on
values and reference intervals reported.
For the next six months (April to September 2021), SA Pathology IGF-1
reports will show the current LiaisonXL result, and where there has
been a previous IGF-1 request within the past 2 years, both the iSYS
and Diasorin results will be included as a comment.

More information

SA Pathology has been at the forefront of the response to the current COVID-19 pandemic. Our team of
dedicated clinicians, scientists, technicians, nurses and support staff are working 24/7 to ensure the health
and wellbeing of all South Australians.
Visit our COVID-19 webpage to find the latest information, health updates and resources on COVID-19.
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