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Our new Executive Director

We are pleased to announce that Lucas Semmler has been appointed as Executive Director SA Pathology.
 
Lucas has demonstrated long-standing leadership capabilities in his
20-plus years with SA Pathology and brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the role. Lucas graduated from the
University of South Australia with a Bachelor of Applied Science in Medical Laboratory Science in 1999. He began his
career as a Medical Scientist in Whyalla and has managed multi-discipline teams within the SA Pathology regional
network. He has been the Directorate Manager of both Automated Laboratories and Regional Services, and the Business
Lead for the EPLIS Optimisation Project.
 
As the Director of SA Pathology Reform, Lucas led the refinement of the organisation’s business delivery model to deliver
significant savings and established a future pathway for public pathology in South Australia through the participation and
leadership in the development of the
2020-2023 SA Pathology Strategic Plan.

Most recently, Lucas was the Director of Pathology Operations in which he formed part of the SA Pathology Executive
Team to drive further organisational structural reform and continue to deliver on initiatives through established annual
business planning cycles.
 
He is a Councillor for Public Pathology Australia and a National Association Testing Authorities (NATA) Technical Assessor.

New partnership expands nest testing to all South Australians



This month SA Pathology and Repromed commenced an exciting new partnership, with SA Pathology providing blood
collection services for non-invasive prenatal testing (NIPT) for pregnant women across South Australia.
 
NIPT, or nest screening, is performed using whole genome sequencing of cfDNA to determine the chance of a
chromosome condition in the pregnancy. It is performed any time after 10 weeks gestation using a blood sample taken
from the pregnant woman and does not pose any risk to the fetus.

Nest has a high sensitivity and specificity for common chromosome conditions such as Trisomy 21, 13 and 18, and has
the potential to detect chromosome changes down to 7Mb in size.
 
Women seeking this testing can attend any of SA Pathology’s 105 collection centres located across metropolitan and
regional South Australia.
 
Request forms are available for download from the SA Pathology Test Catalogue or nestscreen.com.au. Clinicians are
requested to write NEST on the request form. An agreement to pay form must also accompany the sample.
 
Repromed have been providing nest since 2016, and this new partnership will enable them to reach all South Australian
patients via SA Pathology’s extensive network of collection centres.
 
For more information regarding Nest or Nest+, see nestscreen.com.au.

New Medicare items for Faecal Calprotectin as a marker of bowel inflammation

SA Pathology offers faecal calprotectin (FCP) testing to eligible patients under the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) for
the diagnosis of inflammatory bowel disease.
 
Note – MBS testing is not available for patients with existing inflammatory bowel disease or those over the age of 50 under
the new item number.
 
In any instance where the indication does not meet those listed under the new MBS item numbers, the request either
requires a public hospital ID and public hospital provider number or an agreement to pay form signed by the patient.
 
MBS item 66522 – FCP testing of patients with gastrointestinal symptoms suggestive of inflammatory or functional bowel
disease presenting to a Medical Practitioner. These patients must:

have been experiencing symptoms suggestive of inflammatory or functional bowel disease for more than 6-weeks
not be older than 50 years of age
have had infectious causes excluded
have a low likelihood of malignancy, and
must not be presenting with any clinical alarms – these include but are not limited to unexplained weight loss,
anaemia, melaena, rectal bleeding, diarrhoea, family history of colon cancer or IBD or coeliac disease.

MBS item 66523 – FCP testing of patients presenting to a Specialist Gastroenterologist, where the initial FCP test (66522)
was inconclusive (50-100 ug/g) and the Specialist feels an endoscopic examination is not initially warranted.
 
Requesters are to ensure that all relevant clinical information is provided on the request form.
 
For all other FCP request that do not meet the above criteria, including follow up requests by a consultant
gastroenterologist to monitor disease activity, a fee of $77.00 will be charged to your patient. Please complete a patient
agreement to pay form prior to processing of sample.

Increased courier runs to the South East

https://www.sapathology.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/sa+pathology+internet+content+new/content/clinicians/pathology+collection+guide?q=nipt
http://www.nestscreen.com.au/
http://sapathology.sa.gov.au/testcatfiles/AGC-026.pdf
http://www.nestscreen.com.au/
http://sapathology.sa.gov.au/testcatfiles/AGC-026.pdf
http://sapathology.sa.gov.au/testcatfiles/AGC-026.pdf


Patients in the South East will benefit from faster result turnaround times following the introduction of an additional
afternoon courier run, ensuring all COVID-19 and other pathology specimens are processed on the same day as
collection.
 
The new courier schedule will operate 7 days throughout the pandemic, with indicative timings below:
 

1230 - Mt Gambier
1315 - Millicent
1400 - Robe
1445 - Kingston
1600 - Naracoorte (weekday drop of COVID-19 work, other will return to the lab)
1645 - Penola
1715 - Mt Gambier
 

If you have any questions about SA Pathology services in the South East, please contact Jasmine Carreno on 0478 405
694.

Heading overseas?

A passport and boarding pass aren’t the only documents you need to board an aircraft when travelling overseas. The SA
Pathology Traveller Clinic now provides QR code validation of COVID-19 test results on overseas travel certificates.
 
Select and book your COVID-19 test at www.sapathology.sa.gov.au.
 
Our dedicated Traveller Clinic offers PCR and serology testing testing:
 

PCR only $140
Serology only $50
PCR + serology $190

 
The clinic is located on Frome Road, Adelaide. Open 7 days.

December message

http://www.sapathology.sa.gov.au/


As we wrap up what has been another challenging year, we would like to thank our patients and the medical community
for continuing to support SA Pathology. Through our state-wide network of collection centres and laboratories, we are
proud to work with you to deliver better health for all South Australians.
 
We wish you all a very happy, healthy and safe break over the holiday period.
 
Please note that some collection centres will be closed over the holiday period, check our website for details. All SA
Pathology COVID-19 testing sites will remain open every day throughout the holiday period.

Follow us on Facebook

Following us on Facebook is a great way to get to know the SA Pathology team and find out more about the work we're
doing in the clinical and research space.

Follow us

SA Pathology has been at the forefront of the response to the current COVID-19 pandemic. Our team of dedicated
clinicians, scientists, technicians, nurses and support staff are working 24/7 to ensure the health and wellbeing of all South
Australians.
 
Visit our COVID-19 webpage to find the latest information, health updates and resources on COVID-19.

https://www.sapathology.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/SA+Pathology+Internet+Content+New/Content/Patients/Collection+Centres/
https://www.facebook.com/sapathology
https://www.facebook.com/sapathology


Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Subscribe to our newsletter.

Subscribe

Tell us what topics you would like to see included in future editions of the newsletter.

Go to the survey

 

Feedback

 

SA Pathology
PO Box 14 Rundle Mall Adelaide SA 5001
 
If you no longer wish to receive this and would like to unsubscribe
please do so by clicking the link below.
 
unsubscribe

https://www.sapathology.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/SA+Pathology+Internet+Content+New/Content/Clinicians/Coronavirus+Information/
http://eepurl.com/hf9Tir
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SA_Pathology_Newsletter
mailto:Health.SAPathConsumerfeedback@sa.gov.au?subject=Feedback
https://www.facebook.com/sapathology
https://sapathology.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a800179fc8bb671b82f563743&id=361dafde22

